
36th Congress, ) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ( Report 
ls£ Session. $ J No. 550. 

THOMAS COWARD—WIDOW OF. 
[To accompany Bill H. R. No. 741.] 

May 18, 1860. 

Mr. Foster, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, made the fol¬ 
lowing 

REPORT. 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom were referred the petition 
and papers of Margaret Coward, widow of Thomas Coivard, asking 
a pension, ask leave to make the following report: 

That the petitioner is the widow of Thomas Coward, who was a lieu¬ 
tenant on board the private armed vessel named the “ Chasseur,” of 
twelve guns, from Baltimore, during the late war with Great Britain. 
The history of the republic has one of its brightest pages adorned by 
the chivalry of the officers and crew of this vessel. The “ Chasseur” 
sailed from Baltimore under the command of Captain Thomas Boyle, 
with the husband of the petitioner as his lieutenant, and during the 
war captured more than forty sail of British vessels, thirty-two of 
which were of equal force, and eighteen of which were of superior 
force. She met and heat off a Portugese man-of-war, carrying twenty 
thirty-two pounders, conveying three British vessels, and captured two 
of them, one carrying fourteen guns and the other ten guns. They 
also captured the Hope, of fourteen guns ; the Atlantic and James, 
in company, carrying twenty guns ; the Eclipse, fourteen guns; the 
John, fourteen guns ; London packet, twelve guns ; Henry, ten guns; 
Alexander, ten guns ; Dominico packet, ten guns, and brig Industry, 
of ten guns. On the 26th of February they captured, after a des¬ 
perate encounter of fourteen minutes, his Majesty’s schooner St. Law¬ 
rence, mounting fifteen guns—four and twelve pound cannonades and 
a long nine, with a complement of seventy-five men, and a number of 
soldiers, marines, and several naval officers passengers on board. 

From Niles’s Register, volume 8, running through March to Sep¬ 
tember, 1815, a very graphic account may he found of the doings of 
this famous vessel. 

When off the coast of England, Captain Boyle, as an off-set to Ad¬ 
miral Cochrane, who had by proclamation declared the American coast 
in a state of blockade, without an adequate force to maintain it, issued, 
and had printed in London, and published at Lloyd’s Coffee House, 
the following proclamation: 
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uBy Thomas Boyle, esq., commander of the Chasseur, &c., &c. 

“ PROCLAMATION. 

“ Whereas it has been customary with the admirals of Great 
Britain commanding small forces on the coast of the United States, 
particularly with Sir John Borlaise Warren and Sir Alexander Coch¬ 
rane, to declare the entire coast of the United States in a state of strict 
and rigorous blockade, without possessing the power to justify such 
declaration, or stationing an adequate force to maintain such blockade, 
I do therefore, by virtue of the power and authority in me vested, 
(possessing a sufficient force,) declare all the ports, harbors, hays, 
creeks, rivers, inlets, outlets, islands, and sea-coasts of the United 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland in a state of strict and rigorous 
blockade ; and I do further declare that I consider the force under my 
command adequate to maintain, strictly, rigorously, and effectually, 
the said blockade ; and I do hereby require the respective officers, 
whether captains, commanders, or commanding officers, under my 
command, employed or to he employed on the coast of England, Ire¬ 
land, or Scotland, to pay strict attention to this my proclamation ; and 
I do hereby caution and forbid the ships and vessels of all and every 
nation in amity and peace with the United States from entering, or 
attempting to enter, or from coming or attempting to come out of any 
of the said ports, harbors, bays, creeks, rivers, inlets, outlets, islands, 
or sea-coast, on or under any pretext whatever. And, that no person 
may plead ignorance of this my proclamation, I have ordered the same 
to be made public in England. Given under my hand, on hoard the 
Chasseur, day and date as above. 

“THOMAS BOYLE. 

u By command of the commanding officer. 
“ H. B. STANSBURY, Secretary.” 

At the last session of Congress an act was passed granting a pen¬ 
sion to the widow of Captain Boyle for these gallant services per¬ 
formed jointly by him and his officers and crew. 

The widow of his lieutenant now asks that she may he put on the 
pension roll, as the widow of a gallant sailor. She is poor and 
needs it. 

Your committee are of opinion her prayer should he granted, and 
recommend that she be placed on the pension roll, at the rate of fifteen 
dollars per month, from the 4th day of March, 1859, and therefore 
report the accompanying bill, and recommend its favorable considera¬ 
tion. All which is respectfully submitted. 
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